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When we define quality, we often consider it
from personal, disciplinary or professional
viewpoints...

e.g. quality for a builder differs from quality for a
representative of public procurement, which differs from
quality for a designer, while all of these differ from quality
from the point of view of a user or citizen.

These points of view seldom meet...



This Contradiction is noticeable in awards systems:
From a professional point of view, we award excellence without
being able to properly define quality in the built environment...
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Some potential indicators of a way to recognizing
quality...

+100 Periodical Award Ensembles inventoried (ex. OAA Awards = 1)

+1500 Award ceremonies in Canada since 1930

+6000 Awards given to projects or buildings in Canada since 1953

+1200 Awards given to individuals or offices since 1930




Fig 1: Exponential Rise in the Number of National and International Architecture Award

Organizations per Year since 1900 (See Appendices 2 and 3 for list and data)
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Fig 2: Comparison Between Two Exponential Curves: the Rise in the Number of Award

Organizations and the Explosion in the Number of Winners

(see Appendices 2 and 3 for data)
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50% of all awarded buildings and projects since 1930

given between 2010

and 2019

2m
20l3
2003 RAIC
1930
2014 mmm  Moriyama RAIC International Prize
1950 1970 Massey Medal in Architecture RAIC + Fondation Massey
2010 emmwmsmmm  National Urban Design Awards RAIC +ICU + AAPC
2007 m—— Prix du Xxe siécle RAIC + Fiducie nationale du Canada
1953 Award for RAIC + Conseil du batiment durable du Canada
1982 Governor General's Medals in Architecture RAIC + Canadian Council for the Arts
1991
. ] Canadian Council for the Arts
1987
2002 me—  Wood Design & Buildings Awards Canadian Wood Council + Wood Design and Building Magazine*
2010 memm— National Steel Design Awards of Excellence  Canadian Institute of Steel Construction (CISC)
2008 Canadian Green Building Awards (CaGBC Awards) SAB Magazine
2008

2012, Canada Green Building Council (CGBC)

2018 m  Green Building Excellence
1968 Canadian Architect Awards of Excellence Canadian Architect Magazine
2018
1998 I Sest of Canada Awards Canadian Interiors Magazine
2016 mm  La Médaille du Gouverneur général en architecture de paysage
1986 Prix d' de FAAPC iation des archil paysagi: du Canada (AAPC)
2016 mm  AAPC Prix du projet patrimonial
2001 e CU| Brownie Awards Canadian Urban Institute
2011} m Canada’s National Design Exchange Awards (DXA) The Design Exchange Canada's Design (DX)
20131 wmmmm  RBC Canadian Emerging Designer Competition DX + RBC Foundation
2015 W CAHP - ACECP Awards of Excellence Canadian Association of Heritage Professional:
LEGENDE
== ensemble périodique de prix pour projet
ndividu/Firme (ou autre)
1030 1950 1970 1990 2000 2010 2019 ©2024-CRC-ACME-UdeM & SSHRC Partnership on Quality in the Built Environment

* Présentation basée sur une étude préliminaire



+70 Public and private institutions award prizes in Canada
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How many Canadian awards actually consider accessibility
as an indicator of architectural quality?

0,5

In the terms of reference: we can notice a few mentions of vague
notions of inclusivity and limited considerations on accessibility...



The study of awards of excellence reveals
some of the blind spots of current definitions
of quality.



Our literature review identifies three current sets of
theories on quality:

* (1) Theories centered on disciplinary definitions relying
on global captures of quality

* (2) Theories centered on managerial approaches relying
on quantification

- (3) Recent theories that re-examines quality from critical
perspectives attentive to inclusive practices



Current definitions of quality are threefold

1- Disciplinary traditions of quality in architecture (global)
Vitruvian triad defining quality through a balance of
Beauty, Practicality and Solidity = understood as non measurable

2 - Managerial definitions of quality (quantitative)

From I1SO to Design Quality Indicators (UK) =
the managerial need for measuring quality

3 - Critical definitions of quality (ethical)

Growing critiques of the grey zones of the disciplinary and managerial
definitions toward equity, diversity, inclusion and social-value



These three sets of definitions of quality are reflected in
the evolution of awards of excellence internationally

(1) Awards as Disciplinary Views on Quality

(2) Awards as Managerial Quantitative Views on Quality

(3) Awards as Critical Views on Quality



(1)Awards as Disciplinary Global Views on Quality
* the American AlA Gold Medal (USA)
« the RAIC Gold Medal (CA)

the Governor General’s Medal (CA)

the Pritzker Prize

the Mies Van der Rohe Award

the Stirling Prize.

« All these awards share a common denominator: excellence, as
the epitome of quality, is the product of a global vantage point.

« More synthetic, therefore less analytical.

» Professional authority (expertise) supposed to guarantee the
value of a qualitative judgement.



(2) Awards as Managerial Quantitative Views on Quality

The Prix de Rome, in its original form, was analogous to an
architectural competition. (The principle of competing within a
controlled time frame was a form of management).

The Green Awards series really took over in the 2000s.
» based on technical performance many recent distinctions awarded to
buildings that perform best environmentally (The LEED syndrome).

* In the Canadian context, more than a quarter of the awards created since
2000 are focused on sustainable development.

Technical awards controlled by industrial lobbies (steel, wood, etc.)



(3) Awards as Critical (Ethical) Views on Quality

« The Aga Khan Awards for Architecture (1977) open up the
discipline to non-Western cultures.
Inclusive objectives + evaluative process based on nominations and
on-site examination.

- The ARVHA Awards for Women Architects (France since 2013),
Explicit feminist mandate.

« A series of awards managed by the Union Internationale des
Architectes specifically framing ethical issues through an
“Architecture for All” program.

UIA Caring and Inclusive Spaces Award which, for its third edition in 2021,
attracted 91 applications from 35 countries.



Award systems are currently better organized to promote a disciplinary
and global view of quality instead of being structured to establish
references that are comparable, measurable, and interdisciplinary, let
alone socially meaningful and equitable.

Some explanation hint at:
* Predominant role of images in judgment
- Ambiguity or absence of criteria
» Lack of post-occupancy or time-based evaluations
« Superficiality of jury reports (filtered by communication purposes)

These gray areas indicate what is needed to meet legitimate demands for

quality markers and shareable exemplary cases, both necessary to ensure
quality thresholds for public buildings and places.

15 of 25



(1) Disciplinary Views (2) Managerial Quantitative Views

- Disciplinary retrenchment (Elitism of expertise) - Tend towards standardization and uniformity
- Often disconnected from users' needs - Increase the number of criteria and measures

- Not refutable

- Never fully measurable

How is quality defined today?

16 of 25

(3) Critical Views (Ethical)

- Tend towards stigmatization

- Can generate contradictions within specific needs

» Restrict the scope of excellence to these ethical, social, or
anthropological concerns

©2024-CRC-ACME-UdeM & SSHRC Partnership on Quality in the Built Environment



We must continue to promote exemplary architecture.

We update directories of exemplary projects

Should we continue to rely on the power of images
to judge the value of architecture? What about the social value?
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For our cases studies we benefit from two public resources accessible via the

www.livingatlasofquality.ca

Open Access databases of competitions projects and awarded buildings and places

ccc.umontreal.ca

architecture-excellence.org

FRANGAIS | INTRO | TEAM | COPYRIGHTS | CONTACT | HELP | PARTNERS

CANADIAN COMPETITIONS CATALOGUE

EDITORIALS THEMATIC MAPS

NEWLY COMMENTED COMPETITION
" A Grand Laboratory for Urban Resilience "
Sudbury 2050 - Urban Design Ideas Competition
by Jean-Plerre Chupin, published 2020-12-08

One hundred proposals, presented in a particularly didactic manner,

decades that no longer need to be presented as cruclal for the future of
the planet. The mass of documents here i coupled with video material,
with each proposal delivering a summary in the form of a short

montage. Our editorial offers some personal comments on the didactic

View all projects »

LATEST ARCHIVED COMPETITIONS

 SUDBURY 2050 - URBAN DESIGN IDEAS COMPETITION (2020)

« REES STREET WATERFRONT PARK (2018)

 LAB-ECOLE | CONSTRUCTION D'UNE NOUVELLE ECOLE PRIMAIRE
A SAGUENAY, SUR LE TERRAIN DE L'ACTUELLE ECOLE
MARGUERITE-D'YOUVILLE (2019)

 LAB-ECOLE | CONSTRUCTION D'UNE NOUVELLE ECOLE PRIMAIRE
ARIMOUSKI (2019)

 LAB-ECOLE | CONSTRUCTION D'UNE NOUVELLE ECOLE PRIMAIRE
A SHEFFORD (2019)

 LAB-ECOLE | RENOVATION ET AGRANDISSEMENT DE L'ECOLE
PRIMAIRE PIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAU A GATINEAU (2019)

 LAB-ECOLE | AGRANDISSEMENT ET RENOVATION DE L'ECOLE
SAINT-JOSEPH A MASKINONGE (2019)

ADVANCED SEARCH

VIEW COMPETITION LOCATIONS ON THE
mAP

DISCOVER

Concours de design

S pour le secteur
Montmorency

Quebec, Laval, 2019

Winnipeg City Hall
competition
Manitoba, Winnipeg, 1959

Pavillon du
gouvernement
canadien pour
I"Exposition ...
. Osaka, 1966

editorial »

earch anw

51663 documents

5508 projects

MODELS + VIDEOS PUBLICATIONS + OPEN ACCESS

COMPETITIONS IN THE WORLD (+100 BOOKMARKS) »
CRC-ACME SCIENCE BLOG

ROCOCO, BY FRANGOIS CHASLIN: AN AWARD-WINNING
OK ON ARCHITECTURE, WIDELY ACCLAIMED FOR ITS FORM|

AND CONTENT

Lucie Palombi, November 12 2020

SELECTED NEWS FEED ON COMPETITIONS
o & Aug 25, 2020

CATALOGUE DES CONCOURS CANAD
@crc_ccc

can urban planning contribute to
celebrating peace? Today, the CCC invites
you to explore the Ottawa Peacekeeping
Monument competition.
Discover different proposals for squares,
accompanied by sculptures, aimed to
llustrate Canadian

SELECTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENEGAL ELEMENTARY Archstorming, in collaboration with
SCHOOL "SAMBOU  the NGO Let's Build my School are
TOURA DRAME"

International
Subscription : between new elementary school. A temporary
August 05 and

November 25,2020 already on the site, but often
Submission Deadline : ~ collapses during the rainy season.
November 25,2020 The proposal should not require

from it to build their houses.

WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE  Bee Breeders, in partnership with
ARCHITECTURE ? ARCHHIVES BOOKS, is calling on all
disciolines to submit an essav on

PRESENTATION ~ AREA-CANADANETWORK ~ CONTACT = FRANGAIS

‘ AREA ’ ARCHIVES OF EXEMPLARITY IN ARCHITECTURE
and the built environnement

CANADA REFERENCE MAPS

VISUAL GALLERIES

(with links to firms and organizations)

HISTORICAL REPERTORY

CANADIAN
COMPETITIONS
CATALOGUE
(ccc)

AGENDA OF UPCOMING
AWARDS IN CANADA

(by regions, by organizations, by awards)
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http://www.livingatlasofquality.ca/

