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Canada’s rural and 

regional communities 

are experiencing a 

structural crisis – it 

requires coordinated 

action across 

jurisdictions and 

governance.



Communities like Sundre show that young 

families cannot return or remain without 

national-scale investment in affordable, 

high-quality housing.

Different Communities, One National Challenge



The experience of Samson Cree 

Nation underscores deep housing 

underinvestment in Indigenous 

communities — a national issue that 

requires Indigenous-led planning 

and funding mechanisms.

 



Fort Macleod reflects a wider reality: 

rural communities cannot rely on 

market-driven development and need 

coordinated public investment for 

housing and training.



Athabasca’s loss of agricultural 

infrastructure reflects a wider erosion of 

rural food systems and local economic 

stability.



Students across Canada emphasize that 

flexible, accessible education is essential 

for building local professional capacity. 

Rural communities cannot meet housing, 

design, and infrastructure needs without 

equitable access to training.
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FOOD

Passive Solar 

Greenhouse 

prototypes

HOUSING

Rural Housing Toolkits, 

Education modules, open 

resources

EDUCATION

Hybrid low-residency 

online Master of 

Architecture

National Pilot Programs



Partner with Rural Municipalities, 

Regional Networks and Indigenous 

Nations to prototype integrated housing-

food-education systems. Demonstrate 

measurable impact and replicability across 

Canada

NATIONAL ACTION must:



Athabasca 
University

Thank you.
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